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former constituents, The food at 20 Cavendish Square
was always superlatively good, but Disraeli refused
everything. In positive anguish Lady Harrington
asked him if nothing would tempt him. He raised his
voice, which of course attracted everyone's attention,
and replied : "Thank you, miladi, I will have some bif,
the roast bif of old England for me," at which, need-
less to say, the bucolic mind rejoiced exceedingly.

But he did not always play to the gallery, and he
was capable of a very generous impulse at times.
Colonel Haig, of Bemersyde, who was at the time in
waiting, told me that on one occasion when Mr. Disraeli
was summoned to Windsor he arrived late, and, feeling
very tired, asked to be allowed to dine with the House-
hold. Only a very few of the Household were present
and there could be no question of playing to the gallery.

Lord Alfred Paget asked him to tell them whom he
considered the most eloquent man he had ever heard
in the House of Commons, The answer came without
any hesitation: "Daniel O'Connell was the most
eloquent and he was also a perfect gentleman."

Those present appeared to have felt no doubt what-
ever as to the sincerity of the reply. And it was Dan
O'Connell who had called him the lineal descendant of
the impenitent thief on the Cross.